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The Beginnings of History 
According to the Jews 





FOREWORD 


The controversy between the Fundamen- 
talists and the Modernists turns largely upon 
their opposing views of the first eleven chap- 
ters of Genesis, especially the first three. 

They ask us to believe that what is therein 
contained is inspired of God, and therefore 
absolutely true and historically trustworthy. 
_ That if we do not accept these stories liter- 
ally, we cannot be Christians, cannot join 
the Church, and moreover run the risk of 
everlasting condemnation in Hell. 

_ That the results of modern science in al- 
_ most every department, notably the univer- 
sally accepted theories of evolution, are to 
be rejected, because they conflict with the 
Bible. 
[ir] 
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Let us consider some of these things which 
are claimed to be divinely inspired and there- 
fore sacrosanct, to see how far these claims 
are justified by the facts. We are told: 

That the Universe all of it—planets, suns, 
stars, nebula—were created in six days. 

Is that credible? 

That this work was all completed only 
some six thousand years ago. 

Is that credible? 

That God rested and was refreshed after 
his labors, on the seventh day. 

Is that credible? 

That God spoke the Hebrew language and 
gave names in that tongue to the light, the 
darkness, the earth, the seas, etc. 

Is that credible? 

That all the species of animals were 
created separately and exist to this day 
unchanged. 

Is that credible? 


[12] 
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That the sky is a solid vault; for that is 
what the word firmament means. 

Is that credible? 

That the earth brought forth the animals. 

Is that credible? 

That God is like a man with head, arms, 
legs, etc. 

Is that credible? 

That there was a tree which gave univer- 
sal knowledge, and another that imparted 
immortal life. 

Is that credible? 

_ That God tried at first to find a mate for 
the man in one of the female animals. 

Is that credible? 

That failing in this, he took a rib from the 
man and made a woman of it. 

Is that credible? 

That God promenaded in a garden in the 
cool of the day. 

Is that credible? 

C13] 
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That a serpent engaged in conversation 
with the woman and led her into temptation. 

Is that credible? 

That the woman ate an apple * and gave 
some to the man, and God cursed them for it. 

Is that credible? 

That God made coats of skin and put them 
on the guilty pair. 

Is that credible? 

That men, before the Flood, lived for hun- 
dreds of years. 

Is that credible? 

That angels had intercourse with the fe- 
males of mankind. These, as a result, gave 

* The apple is a popular embellishment to the story. The 
name of the fruit does not appear in the narrative. This will 
come, doubtless, as more or less of a shock to the pious 
believer. 

So firmly imbedded, however, is this notion of the apple 
that it has served to determine the time of the year when 
the creation took place, namely, the Fall, for it is then that 
apples are ripe. Bishop John Lightfoot, who died in 1675, 


declared that “Man was created by the Trinity on October 
23d, 4004 B.C. at nine o’clock in the morning.” 
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birth to demi-gods who corrupted the human 
race, so that God was obliged to send a 
deluge to destroy them all. 

Is that credible? 

That only eight human beings were saved 
in a boat with a single pair of each species 
of animals. 

Is that credible? 

That the waters rose forty-five feet above 
the top of the highest mountain in the 
world. 

Is that credible? 

That God came down in person to inspect 
a tower. 

Is that credible? 

All this, and much more of the same kind, 
the Fundamentalists believe as firmly as they 
believe in the multiplication table; and they 
demand that we shall believe such things or 
_ be excommunicated. 

For the sake of these tales, they turn their 


C15] 


THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 





backs on modern science and forbid that it 
shall be taught in the Public Schools. 

And now what are the facts in the case? 

Genesis i-xi consists of myths and primi- 
tive folklore (much of it borrowed from 
Babylonian or other sources), which were 
current among the Jews. 

The god who is the hero of these stories is 
not the Supreme Cosmic God, the Father of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom we live and 
move and have our being, but the tribal god 
of the Hebrews, according to their earliest 
and crudest conception of his character. 

He is known by two names: Elohim, 
meaning god, in general, and Yaho. The 
latter is a proper name, a personal name, like 
Asshur, Moloch, Baal, etc. He is only one 
god out of many. Every nation and people 
had one or more gods. The Hebrews were 
forbidden to worship any other god but 
Yaho. 


[16] 
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Yaho is generally but less correctly given 
as Yahveh and Jehovah (better Yehovah).* 
To use the word God or Lord God instead 
of Elohim or Yaho is misleading and disas- 
trous. It conceals from the unsuspecting 


* This word Jehovah has an interesting history. It is not 
a Hebrew word, nor indeed a word belonging to any lan- 
guage. It arose among the medieval Latin monks as the 
result of a misunderstanding. Hebrew was originally written 
with consonants only. The vowels had to be inferred by the 
reader. About the 6th or 7th century of our era, the Jewish 
copyists of the-Old Testament text added dots and dashes 
to serve as vowels and thereby fix the pronunciation for all 
time. Now from about 250 B.C. onward the Jews had given 
up using the name of their purely national Hebrew god, 
Yaho, and substituted, wherever it occurred, the more gen- 
éral term Adonay, Lord. They did this out of regard to the 
Gentiles and to make easier the work of proselyting. The 
scribes who added the vowels, whenever they came to the 
consonants of the word Yaho left them in the text but 
wrote with them the vowels of Adonay, to indicate to the 
reader that Adonay was to be read. The medieval monks who 
studied Hebrew, unaware of this fact, supposed that the 
vowels they saw written, belonged as usual, with the con- 
sonants, and so the misform Jehovah arose. Moffatt, in his 
translation of the Old Testament, for Jehovah reads the 
Eternal (as in the French Bible). This is unfortunate; Yaho 
does not mean the Eternal. Its etymology and history are dis- 
puted. Particularly infelicitous is it to ascribe to God the 
Eternal, the conduct of the primitive deity of Genesis i-xi. 
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reader that the un-Godlike sayings and do- 
ings recorded are those of an imagined 
aboriginal, primitive deity, not those of the 
God of the New Testament. | 

When the Fundamentalist quotes im- 
pressively, “In the beginning God . . .,” he 
does not know that it only means, “In the 
beginning Elohim... .,” the early god of 
the Hebrews as they naively conceived 
him. 

What has been said thus far has had ref- 
erence to the English Version of Genesis, 
but the English Version is not the Bible; it 
is only a translation of the Bible, a transla- 
tion more or less imperfect and incorrect. 

The Old Testament is in Hebrew, and 
when the King James revision of previous 
English Bibles appeared in 1611, but little 
was known of the Hebrew language and par- 
ticularly of its literature. 

The scholarly study of the Hebrew text 
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did not begin till 1753 (142 years after the 
appearance of the King James Version), 
when the French physician, Astruc, pointed 
out that Genesis was composed of various 
documents. From that time to the present, 
great strides have been made in the study of 
the Hebrew language and the writings of 
the Old Testament. 

Any serious conclusion as to the meaning, 
nature and value of the Old Testament, espe- 
cially of such material as is found in Genesis 
i-xi, must be based, therefore, not on an 

‘ancient translation,* but on the study of the 
Hebrew original. 

No one is competent to speak with author- 

ity on any Old Testament matter unless he 
is able to read it in the language in which it 
was written. 

Hence it is that the Fundamentalist and 


* The Revised Version is not a new translation such as is 


sorely needed. 
[19 J 
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the ordinary Bible reader is ignorant of 
many facts such as these: 

That the first chapter of Genesis ends in 
the middle of the fourth verse of the second 
chapter. 

That the word create does not mean to 
originate from nothing, but merely to form 
or fashion. 

That two clauses in the second verse of 
the first chapter belong elsewhere. 

That verse one of chapter one is not a com- 
plete sentence, forming a title to the chapter, 
but the beginning of a period not completed 
till verse three. 

That the first chapter, and the second and 
third, are totally distinct stories, dating from 
widely different times. The second is not a 
continuation of the first, going into greater 
detail. 

That the word Adam as a proper name 
does not occur in the correct text till the 
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genealogy in chapter v; the term used is 
everywhere simply the man. 

That the serpent was not Satan. The 
devil does not appear in Hebrew thought till 
after the exile in 586 B.C. The serpent is 
merely a fabulous talking animal like 
Balaam’s ass. 

That there is no difficulty as to where Kain 
got his wife. The story does not belong in 
its present context. 

That Yaho is surrounded with a heavenly 
court of subordinate gods, whom he ad- 
dresses when he says, Let us make man in 
own image, and Let us go down now and see. 

That Sons of god is a Hebraism and means 
simply gods. 

That there is no such word as Jehovah. 

This is but a sample of what the student 
of the original text learns. The English 
reader has to depend upon scholars for the 
information. 


[21] 
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In conclusion: 

It may be confidently averred that no one 
reading the Jewish stories of the origin of 
the Sabbath, the making of the first man, 
the Flood, the tower of Babel, etc., anywhere 
else but in the Bible, would think for a mo- 
ment of taking them for historical sources. 
Their naive and primitive character is too 
self-evident. 

No one would dare to claim for them 
Divine inspiration. 

The mere unprejudiced reading of the first 
three chapters of Genesis, even in the Eng- 
lish Version, is enough to render unthinkable 
the position of the Fundamentalists. 


The Jews, however, accepted these stories 
literally; and through the influence of Paul 
(who of course believed the story of Eden, 
for instance, as all his countrymen did, and 
found in it the proof texts of his entire sys- 
tem of theology), the Church and the Chris- 
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tian world at large for nearly two thousand 
years have, most unfortunately, believed in 
them as inspired of God and therefore 
‘true. 

The warfare between science and theology 
would in great measure disappear if these 
stories were stripped of the adventitious 
validity which comes to them as the result 
of being in the Bible and of being associated 
with God. 

The work of the Church in bringing Christ 
to men is enormously handicapped by asso- 
ciating with it the imposed belief in the 
‘veracity and historicity of what are patently 
early myths and naive, childish, primitive 
folklore. 

It is of supreme importance to remember 
‘that a proper understanding of these Jewish 
stories, while necessarily working havoc 
with the ideas of Paul and the elaborate the- 
ology that is based on them, in no wise affects 
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in the slightest manner the Christianity of 
Christ, the Religion of Jesus, the eternal 
principles by which he lived and for which 
he died. 

Bernard Shaw says that Fundamentalism 
is Infantilism. Whatever we call it, it means 
complete paralysis of the intelligence, result- 
ing from irrational surrender to the blight 
of theological dogma. 


* *K XX 


The following translation is made from 
the original Hebrew. 

This Hebrew text exists only in its tradi- 
tional, or so-called Massoretic, form. This 
form was settled by the Jews in the first 
centuries of our era and has remained fixed | 
ever since. 

We have not the advantage of varying 
manuscripts of the Old Testament, as we 
have of the Greek of the New Testament, 
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by comparison of which, a better resultant 
text could be obtained. 

Originally this Hebrew text was without 
vowels, without separation between words, 
without verses, chapters, or even in many in- 
stances without separations between books. 

A suitable editing of the text for modern 
use, such as is made in the translation which 
follows, requires not only the proper mark- 
ing of these various divisions but also the 
removal from the main body of the text, of 
notes, comments, explanations, variants, 
repetitions, and the indication of transposi- 
tions, all of which are now indistinguishably 
and confusingly incorporated in one continu- 
ous narrative. 

Moreover, the variant versions of the same 
story, coming from different documents and 
belonging to different periods, which are now 
found interwoven into single, continuous 
narratives, need to be analyzed and sepa- 
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rated; for instance, the two different ac- 
counts of the Flood. 

In some cases, stories are inserted into 
genealogies. These stories are better sepa- 
rated from them and collected together. 

The transposition of entire paragraphs 
sometimes manifestly improves the connec- 
tion, as in Genesis 9, 8-17, and 1-7. 

The terms “earlier” and “later” corre- 
spond to the generally accepted analysis of 
the documents of which Genesis is composed. 

“Earlier” refers to the Judean source, 
known as J, dating from about the ninth 
century B.C. “Later,” to the Priestly docu- 
ments or P, originating after the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 

This analysis into “earlier,” J, and “later,” 
P, is one recognized by almost all Biblical 
scholars. 


[ 26 ] 


THE JEWISH STORY OF THE ORIGIN 
OF THEIR SABBATH AS DATING 
FROM THE CREATION OF 

. THE WORLD. 


GENESIS I-II, 4a 





Day I 
THE FIRST WORK? 


GEN, I: 1-5 


At the beginning of Elohim’s forming ? 
the heavens and the earth,? when darkness 
was upon the face of the abyss,* Elohim said, 
“Let there be light,” and there was light. 

Elohim saw that the light was excellent. 

’ And Elohim separated the light from the 
darkness and he called the light Day and the 
darkness he called Night. 


Evening came, and Morning came, 
One Day.® 


1 This Jewish story dates from the period after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, in 586 B.C. when 
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GEN. 1:1-5 


NS 


the observance of the Sabbath became rigorous. 
Ancient material was adapted for the purpose. 

Forming—The Hebrew word does not mean 
create, in the sense of creating out of nothing, 
it is practically a synonym of make. 

The omitted clause, When the earth was 
waste and desolate, belongs in the following 
narrative. It describes an arid and desert soli- 
tude such as the earth was when it had no 
water, vegetation, or inhabitants. At first, when 
the story opens, nothing exists but the primeval 
deep, from which the earth, the dry land, is not 
separated until later. 

The omitted clause, And the spirit (or wind) 
of Elohim moved (?) upon the face of the 
waters, is a fragment from a different creation 
story wherein perhaps the world as an egg is 
represented as being brooded over by the power 
of Elohim. 

The evening is mentioned first because the 
Jewish day began at sunset. The works of 
creation are separated into days in order to 
bring the Sabbath in as a seventh day. The 
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Gen. 1: 1-5 
refrain, which recurs at the end of each day, is 
simply a literary device to separate the works 
of creation into six parts; this made it necessary 
to crowd two works each into the third and 
sixth days. 


Note: 


The first three verses might be paraphrased as 
follows: 

When there was nothing in existence but 
darkness and the abyss, Elohim began his cre- 
ative work by saying, “Let there be light.” 

Whence the darkness and the waters came 
that preceded the creation the narrative does 

‘not say. 
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Day II 
THE SECOND WORK 
GEN. 1: 6-8 


And Elohim said, “Let there be a vault * 
in the midst of the waters to divide the 
waters.” And it was so.‘ 

Elohim saw that it was excellent.? 

Thus Elohim made * the vault and sepa- 
rated the waters which were under the vault 
from those which were above it. 

And he called the vault Heaven.* 


Evening came, and Morning came, 
A Second Day. 


1 The word vault should not be translated 
expanse. It describes a solid partition holding 
in the upper waters. 

2 This clause is missing in the Hebrew; it 
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GEN. 1: 6-8 
is found in the Greek translation at the end of 
the next verse. 

3 The making of a vault is inconsistent with its 
origin by fiat. The same duplication is found 
in subsequent works; it comes from the com- 
bination of two different creation stories. 

4—The clause And it was so has been transposed 
to its proper place. 


[33] 
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Day III 
THE THIRD AND FOURTH WORKS 
GEN. I: 9-13 


And Elohim said, “Let the waters under 
the heavens gather themselves together into 
one mass,’ that the dry land may appear.” 
And it was so. 

Elohim saw that it was excellent.* 

And Elohim called the dry land Earth; 
and the mass of the waters he called Seas. 

And Elohim said, ‘‘Let the earth put forth 
verdure, plants yielding seed, and trees? 
bearing fruit* wherein is their seed, upon 
the earth.” And it was so. 

Elohim saw that it was excellent.* 

The earth put forth verdure, plants yield- 
ing seed of every species, and trees bearing 
fruit wherein is their seed of every species. 


[34] 


ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 





GEN. I: 9-13 
Evening came, and Morning came, 
A Third Day. 


1 Mass—This is the reading of the Greek 
translation; the Hebrew has place. 

2 The text adds of fruit, which is probably due 
to mistake. 

3 The text adds of every species, by mistake 
from the next verse. 

4 These clauses originally followed And it was 
so in the fiat form of the story to which posi- 
tion they are restored. 
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Day IV 
THE FIFTH WORK 
GEN. i, 14-19 


And Elohim said, ‘Let there be Lights in 
the vault of the heavens to separate the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs of 
seasons, days and years; and let them be 
for lights in the vault of the heaven to shine 
upon the earth.” And it was so. 

Elohim saw that it was excellent.* 

So Elohim made the two great lights; the 
greater light for dominion of the day, and 
the lesser light for dominion of the night: 
and the stars. And he set them in the vault 
of the heavens to give light upon the earth, 
and to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to separate the light from the darkness.” 


Evening came, and Morning came, 
A Fourth Day. 


[36] 
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GEN. 1: 14-19 

1 This clause is transposed as usual. 

2 The great elaboration in describing the func- 
tion of the lights and their non-mention by 
name is due to polemic against astral worship. 


ya 
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Day V 
THE SIXTH WORK 


GEN, I: 20-23 


And Elohim said, “Let the waters teem 
with living creatures,* and let birds fly about 
under the vault of the heavens.” And it 
was so.” 

Elohim saw that it was excellent.* 

So Elohim formed the great sea-monsters, 
and all the living creatures * with which the 
waters teemed of every species, and every 
species of winged bird. 

Elohim blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let the birds multiply in the earth.” 


Evening came, and Morning came, 
A Fifth Day. 
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GEN. 1: 20-23 

1 The text adds teeming things. 

2 The words And it was so are supplied from 
the Greek translation; they were omitted by 
oversight. 

3 This clause is transposed from the end of the 
verse. 

4 The text adds the crawling things. 
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Day VI 


THE SEVENTH AND EIGHTH 
WORKS 


GEN. I: 24-31 


And Elohim said, ‘Let the earth put forth 
living creatures,’ cattle, and crawling things 


“1 And it was so. 


and wild animals. 

Elohim saw that it was excellent.” 

So Elohim made the wild animals of every 
species, and the cattle of every species, and 
all the crawling things of the ground of 
every species. 

Then Elohim said, “Let us* make Man- 
kind in our image,* that they may have do- 
minion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and 
over the wild animals,®> and over the crawl- 
_ ing things that crawl upon the earth.” 


[40] 
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Gen. 1: 24-31 

And it was so.° 

Elohim saw all that he had made, and 
behold, it was very excellent." 

Thus Elohim formed mankind in his 
image,® a male and a female he formed them. 
Elohim blessed them, and said to them, “Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, 
and over every living thing that crawls upon 
the earth.” 

Moreover Elohim said to them,® “Behold, 
I have given you every plant yielding seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and 
all the trees in which is fruit *° yielding seed; 
to you it shall be for food. And to all the 
wild animals, and to all the birds of the 
heavens, and to every crawling thing of the 
earth, in which is breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” 


[41] 


THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 





GEN. 1: 24-31 


I 


Evening came, and Morning came, 
The Sixth Day.”” 


The text adds of every species; these words 
belong in the next verse. 

These words are transposed from the next 
verse. 

Let us—Elohim, coming to the most im- 
portant of all his works, takes counsel with the 
other heavenly beings. Mankind is to be made 
in appearance like the gods. 

The text adds according to our likeness. 
This is a gloss, to soften the notion that man 
was actually the image of God. 

And over all the wild animals—The text has 
and over all the earth, which makes no sense, 
and is due to the accidental omission of the 
word for animals. 


6 and 7 ‘These two clauses are transferred from 


8 


just before the refrain. . 
The text adds, In the image of Elohim he 
fashioned him; note the change in the number 
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GEN. 1: 24-31 
of the pronoun; both statements cannot be 
original. 

9 To them has been omitted by accident. 

10 The text adds unnecessarily of a tree. 

11 The verb J have given needs to be repeated. 

12 The definite article is used with the Sixth 
Day, probably because it is the final day of the 
creative activity. 
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Day VII 
THE BLESSING OF THE SABBATH 


GEN. II: I-4a? 


Thus the heavens and the earth were fin- 
ished and all their contents;? and Elohim 
having finished * all * his work which he had 
made, rested on the seventh day.° 

Elohim blessed the seventh and declared 
it sacred, because in it he rested from all his 
work which he had formed.® : 

Such is the story of the origin’ of the 
heavens and the earth.® | 


1 Note the incorrect division of the chapters. 
Chapter ii should begin properly in the middle 
of verse 4. 

2 The word translated contents means properly 
hosts, or armies; but in this sense it is used of 
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Gen, 1: 1-4a 
the heavenly bodies only, and is not appropriate 

| for plants and animals. 

3 The text adds on the seventh day, but the 
works were finished on the sixth day, which 
indeed is the reading of the Greek translation. 
The phrase is probably an accidental repetition 
of the same words later. 

4 All is added. 

5 The text adds from all his work which he 
had made, a careless repetition. 

6 The text.adds after formed, to make. 

7 The one word translated story of the origin, 
means literally begettings, generations, gene- 
alogy, none of which is strictly appropriate 
here. 

8 The text adds in their being formed, prob- 
ably to explain the unusual use of the word 
begettings. 


[451] 





THE HEBREW STORY OF THE MAK- 
ING OF THE FIRST MAN, OF 
THE FINDING OF A MATE 
FOR HIM, OF HIS DISO- 
BEDIENCE, AND OF 
HIS EXPULSION 
FROM PARA- 

DISE. 


GENESIS II, 4b-III, 24 





THE MAKING OF THE FIRST MAN 
GEN. I1: 4b-6 


At the time when Yaho Elohim * made the 
earth,? when the earth was waste and deso- 
late,® when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung 
up, for Yaho Elohim had not caused rain on 
the earth, and there was no man to till the 
ground,* then it was that Yaho Elohim 
moulded the (first) man ® out of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man became a living creature. 


1 The double name of the god is due to the 
fusion together of two narratives. 

Yaho (or Yahu) is the personal name of the 
god of the Hebrews, by which he was differen- 
tiated from other gods, such as Chemosh, Da- 
gon, Asshur, etc. 
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GEN. 11:4b-6 


&S 


w 


on 


Its meaning is not known. 

Elohim is generic; it is an abstract plural 
meaning literally godhead. 

The earth—The article, though omitted in 
the text, is necessary. 

The words and heavens follow, but the sub- 
sequent narrative says nothing about the 
heavens. 

The sentence When the earth was waste and 
desolate, from chapter i, 2, belongs here. 

Verse 6, And an overflow (?) used to go up, 
from the earth and water the whole face of the 
ground, is probably out of place. 

It is inconsistent with the context, which 
implies aridity and lack of moisture, and be- 
longs later in the description of the watering 
of the park. 

The text adds dust, but the word duplicates 
the statement out of the ground. 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


Tue Man Is Put IN A PARK 


GEN. It: 8-9, 15-17 


And Yaho Elohim planted a park in the 
East, and put there the man whom he had 
moulded. And Yaho Elohim made to grow 
from the ground every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food, and in the 
middle of the park, the Tree of Universal 
Knowledge.t An overflow used to go from 
the earth and water the whole face of the 
- ground.” 

So Yaho Elohim took the man and put him 
in the park of Eden to dress it and to care 
for it. And Yaho Elohim commanded the 
-man, “Of every tree of the park you may 
freely eat; but of the fruit of the tree that 
is in the middle of the park,* you shall not 
eat of it; for at the time you eat thereof you 
shall be put to death.” * 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


GEN. 11: 8-9, 15-17 


I 


The narrative knows but one tree in the 
middle of the park. The Tree of Life comes 
from a variant story; this form of the story re- 
appears again in chapter iii, 22. 

The Tree of Universal Knowledge—The text 
has The tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
(note, not good OR evil). To know good and 
evil is a Hebrew idiom for knowing everything, 
having divine knowledge, omniscience. 

Yaho Elohim does not intend that his crea- 
ture should enjoy the prerogatives of the 
heavenly beings. 

This is verse 6 transposed. The meaning of 
the word translated overflow is not certain; but 
it has to do with the lavish water-supply of the 
park. An editor, wishing to make more im- 
pressive the exceeding fertility of the park, and 
also from an archeological interest in its loca- 
tion, adds verses 10-14 (omitted), which state 
that after watering the park abundantly, there 
was sufficient water left over to form the four 
great rivers of the world. Two of the rivers 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


GEN. 11: 8-9, 15-17 


W 


as 


are the well-known Tigris and Euphrates; the 
other two cannot be identified. 

The text has The tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, but this is an oversight, for the 
man is not supposed to know the mysterious 
virtue of the tree. 

This is the regular formula for capital pun- 
ishment. 
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THE FINDING oF A MATE FoR THE MAN 
Tue First ATTEMPT 


GEN. II: 18-20 


And Yaho Elohim said, “It is not good for 
the man to be alone; I will make him a helper 
as his counterpart.” So out of the ground 
Yaho Elohim moulded all the beasts of the 
field* and brought them unto the man? to 
see what he would call them; and whatsoever 
the man * called them,* these are their names 
(to-day). And the man® gave names to all 
the beasts of the field;*® but for the man“? 
there was not found a helper as his 
counterpart. 


1 The text adds and all the birds of the 
heavens, but this is probably a scribal addition. 
2 Unto the man—The English Authorized Ver- 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


GEN. 11: 18-20 
sion reads Adam, but the Hebrew has the 
article. 

The name Adam, as a proper name, appears 
first in Gen. v; it does not belong in this 
narrative. 

3 The man, not Adam. 

4 The text adds a gloss, living creatures. 

5 The man, not Adam. 

6 A scribe has amplified the list by adding 
to all the cattle, and to the birds of the heavens. 

7 The man—not Man, the Hebrew article 
has been omitted by oversight. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


THE SECOND ATTEMPT 


GEN, II: 21-25 


Then Yaho Elohim caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon the man,* and while he slept, he 
took one of his ribs, and closed up flesh under 
them.? And the rib, which Yaho Elohim had 
taken from the man,* he shaped into a 
woman, and brought her to the man. And 
the man * said, “This female,® this time, is 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. She 
shall be called Woman, because she was taken 
from man.” 

(Therefore does a man abandon® his 
father and his mother, and cleave unto his 
woman, so that they become one flesh.7) 

Now both the man and the woman were 
naked, but they were not ashamed in each 
other’s presence. 
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GEN. 11: 21-25 


Af 
2 


non & Ww 


The man, not Adam. 

Under them, by a slight change in the text, 
rather than instead thereof. 

The man, not man, as in the English version. 

The man, not Adam. 

This female, the word this is feminine. 

The word abandon is a very strong word; 
why should a man completely forsake his father 
and mother? They are bone of his bones and 
flesh of his flesh, much more than his wife is. 
Perhaps the text originally read the animals, 
instead of his father and his mother. 

The verse Therefore does a man, etc., are not 
the words of the man, but belong to the author. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


TEMPTATION AND DISOBEDIENCE 


GEN, III: 1-7 


Now the serpent was craftier than any 
beast of the field that Yaho Elohim had 
made. And he said to the woman, “Yea, and 
so Elohim has said, ‘You must not eat of any 
tree in the park?’”’ The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of any? 
tree in the park; but of the tree which is in 
the middle of the park,? Elohim has said, 
“You shall not eat of it, neither shall you 
touch it, lest you die.’ ” 

Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You 
shall not die at all. But Elohim well knows 
that the day you eat of it, your eyes shall be 
opened and you shall be like gods, knowing 
all things.” ° 

So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 
GEN, U1: 1-7 
the eyes,* she took of the fruit and ate, and 
she gave also to the man,° and he ate with 
her.® 

Then the eyes of them both were opened, 
and they realized that they were naked; so 
they sewed fig-leaves together, and made 
themselves girdles. 





1 Any tree—Any has been accidentally 
omitted from the Hebrew text. 

2 Note, there is but one tree in the middle of 

_ the park. 

3 Knowing all things, literally, Knowing good 
and evil. 

4 The text adds, And that the tree was pleasant 
to look at, which is a mere doublet. The Eng- 

~ lish rendering, And a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, is not likely. 

5 The man, literally, her man. 

6 With her is transferred to the end of the 
sentence. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


THE Doom oF THE SERPENT 


GEN. IIT: 8-15 


And they heard the sound of Yaho Elohim 
walking about in the park in the breeze of 
the day, and the man and the woman? hid 
themselves among the trees of the park from 
the presence of Yaho Elohim. 

But Yaho Elohim called to the man and 
said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, 
“T heard you in the park, and I was afraid 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 
And he said, “ Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of 
which I commanded you not to eat?” And 
the man said, “The woman, whom you gave 
to be with me, she, it was, gave me of the 
tree and date” 

Then Yaho Elohim said to the woman, 
“What is this, that you have done?” And 


[ 60 Jj 


ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 
GEN, ut: 8-15 
the woman said, “The serpent tempted me, 
and I ate.” 
So Yaho Elohim said to the serpent, “Be- 
cause you have done this, 


Cursed are you? from among all the beasts 
of the field, 
Upon your belly you shall go, and dust 
shall you eat; # 
And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman ; 
And between your offspring and hers; 
They shall crush your head, 
And you shall sting their heel.” 


1 The woman, literally, his woman. 

2 Cursed are you—The text adds From among 
all cattle, but this makes the line too long. 

3 Dust shall you eat—The text adds, All the 
days of your life, but this is metrically super- 
fluous and comes probably from verse 17. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


Tue Doom oF THE WOMAN 


GEN. III: 16 


And to the woman he said, 
“I will greatly multiply your pain; * 
In travail shall you bear sons; 
Yet unto your man shall be your desire, 
While he will lord it over you.” 


1 Your pain—The text adds, And your con- 
ception, a gloss to indicate that the pain was the 
pain of child-bearing. 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


THE Doom oF THE MAN 


GEN. III: 17-19 


And to the man he said, “Because you 
have listened to the voice of the woman, and 
have eaten of the tree, concerning which I 
commanded you saying, “You shall not eat 
of it: 


Cursed is the ground on your account; 
In toil shall you eat of it all the days of 
your life; 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth 
to you; 
And you shall eat of the plants of the field; 
In the sweat of your face shall you get your 
food, 
Until you return to the ground from 
which you were taken. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


GEN, m1: 17-19 
Verily you are dust, 


And to dust you shall return.” 


1 The woman, literally, your woman. 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


THE EXPuLsION 


GEN. III: 23, 24 


Therefore Yaho Elohim sent him forth 
from the park of Eden, to till the ground 
from which he was taken and he placed at 
the east of the park the Cherubim. 


ANOTHER’ VERSION OF THE EXPULSION 


GEN, III: 22, 24 


. And Yaho Elohim said, ‘Behold, the 
man has become as one of us, knowing all 
things: and now, lest he put forth his hand 
and take also from the Tree of Life, and eat, 
and live forever. . . .” 

Therefore he drove out the man, and 
placed at the east of the park a flaming sword 
which turned hither and thither, to guard 
the way to the Tree of Life. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


FRAGMENTS FROM ANOTHER CONTEXT 
GEN. iii, 20, 21 
And the man? called the woman’s ? name 


Havvah, because she became the mother of 
all living. 


And Yaho Elohim made for the man and 
the woman ® coats of skin and clothed them. 


1 The man, not Adam. 
2 The woman’s, literally, his woman’s. 


2 


3 The woman, literally, his woman. 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


TWO LISTS OF THE ANCESTORS OF 
THE HUMAN RACE 


GEN. IV AND V 


THE EARLIER LIST 


Then the man * had intercourse? with his 
wife, and she conceived * and gave birth to 
a son. She called his name Sheth,* ‘‘For” 
(said she), “Elohim has given® me an 
offspring.” ° 

Sheth also had a son born to him; he called 
his name Enosh. [He was the first to im- 
voke Yaho by name. | * 

Then Enosh’ had intercourse with® his 
wife, and she conceived and gave birth to 
Kain;° and she said, “I have got ** a man 
from ** Yaho.” 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 

GEN. Iv-v 

Then Kain had intercourse with his wife, 
and she conceived and gave birth to Enok. 
[And he built a city, and called it Enok, 
after his son’s name. | ° 

To Enok was born Irad; and Irad begat 
Mehuyael; and Mehuyael begat Methusael; 
and Methusael begat Lemek; and Lemek be- 
gat a son, and called his name Noah.’? [ Say- 
ing, “This one shall give us respite *® from 
our labor and the toil of our hands, because 
of the ground which Yaho has cursed.| ° 


t The text has Adam, but the definite article 
is missing by mistake. 

2 The text adds again, because the birth of 
Kain comes first in the Biblical form of the 
story. 

3 And she conceived is omitted in the text, but 
is part of the regular formula, cf. v. 1. 

4-5 There is a play on the words; Sheth, and 
shath, has given. 
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GEN. Iv-v 

6 The text adds Another one in place of Abel 
whom Kain slew. A gloss due to the previous 
insertion of the Kain and Abel story. 

7 nosh is substituted for The man. 

8 The text adds, Havvah (Eve); a gloss. 

g-1o Another play on words; Kain, and kanithi, 
I have got. 

11 From Yaho, from is inserted conjecturally; 
the text is obscure. 

12-13 Again a play on words; Noak and yena- 
hemu; both from the same root. 

(a) (b) (c) May be later additions to the gene- 
alogy. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


THe Later List 


GEN. v 
This is the list of Adam’s descendants. 


At the time of Elohim’s forming Adam, 
he made him in the likeness of Elohim,! and 
he called his 7 name Adam when he formed 
him. When Adam had lived one hundred 
and thirty years, he begat a son in his like- 
ness," whom he called Sheth. He lived eight 
hundred years after the birth of Sheth; and 
he begat sons and daughters. Thus Adam 
lived nine hundred and thirty years; then he 
died. 

When Sheth had lived a hundred and five 
years, he begat Enosh. He lived eight hun- 
dred and seven years after the birth of 
Enosh; and he begat sons and daughters. 
Thus Sheth lived nine hundred and twelve 
years; then he died. 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 
GEN. V 

When Enosh had lived ninety years, he 
begat Kenan. He lived eight hundred and 
fifteen years after the birth of Kenan; and 
he begat sons and daughters. Thus Enosh 
lived nine hundred and five years; then he 
died. 

When Kenan had lived seventy years, he 
begat Mahalalel. He lived eight hundred 
and forty years after the birth of Mahalalel; 
and he begat sons and daughters. Thus 
Kenan lived nine hundred and ten years; 
then he died. 
~ When Mahalalel had lived sixty-five years, 
he begat Yared. He lived eight hundred and 
thirty years after the birth of Yared; and he 
begat sons and daughters. Thus Mahalalel 
lived eight hundred and ninety-five years; 
then he died. 

When Yared had lived a hundred and 
sixty-two years, he begat Enok. He lived 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 
GEN. V 
eight hundred years after the birth of Enok; 
and he begat sons and daughters. Thus 
Yared lived nine hundred and sixty-two 
vears; then he died. 

When Enok had lived sixty-five years, he 
begat Methuselah. He lived in fellowship 
with Elohim three hundred years after the 
birth of Methuselah; and he begat sons and 
daughters. Thus Enok lived three hundred 
and sixty-five years. Enok lived in fellow- 
ship with Elohim, then he disappeared for 
Elohim took him away. 

When Methuselah had lived a hundred 
and eighty-seven years he begat Lemek. He 
lived seven hundred and eighty-two years 
after the birth of Lemek; and he begat sons 
and daughters. Thus Methuselah lived nine 
hundred and sixty-nine years; then he died. 

When Lemek had lived a hundred and 
eighty-two years, he begat Noah. He lived 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 
GEN. V 
five hundred and ninety-five years after the 
birth of Noah; and he begat sons and daugh- 
ters. Thus Lemek lived seven hundred and 
seventy-seven years; then he died. 
When Noah had lived five hundred years, 
he begat Shem, Ham, and Yephet. 


1 The text adds, Male and female he formed 
them, a gloss from chapter 1:27. 

a. His name, the text has their name. 

3. The text adds, as his image. 
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STORIES INSERTED IN THE LISTS 


I THe Story oF Kain anp ABEL OR THE 
First MuRDER 


GEN. Iv: 1-16 


(Then the man had intercourse with his 
wife, and she conceived and gave birth to 
Kain), and she gave birth also to his brother, 
Abel. Now Abel was a shepherd of flocks, 
but Kain was a tiller of the soil. 

It happened that after a while, Kain 
brought of the produce of the ground as an 
offering to Yaho, while Abel brought of the 
firstlings of his flock. Yaho accepted Abel 
and his offering; but Kain and his offering 
he did not accept. Then Kain was very 
angry and crestfallen. Thereupon Yaho said 
to Kain, “Wherefore are you so angry and 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 
GEN. Iv: 1-16 
crestfallen, is it not so that if you do right, 
. . .” but if you do not do right . . .°” 

And Kain said to Abel, “Let us go out 
in the field”; * and when they were in the 
field, Kain attacked his brother and killed 
him. 

Yaho said to Kain, “Where is ‘your 
brother, Abel?” He answered, “How do I 
know? Am I my brother’s keeper ?” 

Then he said, “What have you done? 
Hark, your murdered brother’s blood cries 
to me from the ground. Now, therefore, 
cursed are you away from the ground which 
opened its mouth to receive the blood of your 
murdered brother from your hand. When 
you till the ground it will no longer yield its 
produce to you; a fugitive and a vagabond 
shall you be in the earth.” 

Then Kain said to Yaho, ‘““My punishment 
is greater than I can bear. Behold, you are 
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Gen. Iv: 1-16 

driving me off this day from the face of the 
ground, and banishing me from your pres- 
ence; I shall become a fugitive and a vaga- 
bond in the earth; and it shall be that anyone 
who comes across me will kill me.” 

But Yaho said to Kain, ‘Not so! Who- 
ever kills Kain, vengeance shall be taken on 
him seven times.” 

And Yaho gave a sign to Kain, that any- 
one coming across him should not attack him. 

Then Kain went forth from the presence 
of Yaho, and dwelt in the land of Nod 
(Wandering).® 


1 The text adds, and (or even) of their fat 
pieces. 

2 The text is very obscure; it reads acceptance 
or lifting up. 

3 The text reads at the door sin (or a sin offer- 
ing) crouches. 
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ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


GEN. Iv: 1-16 
Then follow the words found almost verba- 
tim in chapter 3:16, and unto you shall be its 
desire, but you should rule over it. 

4 The words Let us go out in the field are miss- 
ing in the Hebrew, but are found in the Greek 
translation. 

5 This concluding sentence probably comes 
from a later hand. 
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II Tue Story or LEMEK AND His 
DESCENDENTS 


GEN. IV: 19-24 


Now Lemek took to himself two wives; 
one was named Adah, the other Zillah. 

Adah gave birth to Yabal, he was the an- 
cestor of all* those who live in tents and 
tend flocks. His brother’s name was Yubal, 
the ancestor of all those who play the lyre 
and the pipe. 

Zillah gave birth to Tubal,? he was the 
ancestor ° of all who forge bronze and iron. 

The sister of Tubal ? was Naamah. 

And Lemek said to his wives: 


“Adah and Zillah, hear my words, 
O wives of Lemek, give heed to what I say: 
I slay a man for wounding me, 
Yea, even a boy, if he hits me. 
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GEN. Iv: 19-24 
If Kain be avenged seven times, 
Then Lemek seventy-seven times.” 


1 All was omitted by mistake. 
2 The text adds kain, which means smith. 
3 The text has hammerer instead of ancestor. 


[79] 


THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


III Tue Story or NoAu THE FARMER 
AND How HE Got Drunk 


GEN. IX: 20-27 


Now Noah, the farmer, was the first man 
to plant a vineyard. And he drank of the 
wine, and got drunk, and lay uncovered in 
his tent. 

When Kanaan? saw his father naked, he 
told his two brothers outside. But Shem and 
Yephet took a cloak, and laying it on their 
shoulders, covered the nakedness of their 
father; and their faces being turned away, 
they did not see their father’s nakedness. 

When Noah awoke from his wine, he 
learned what his youngest son? had done to 
him. 

Then he said: 

“Cursed be Kanaan, 


The lowest of slaves he shall be to 
his brothers.” 
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GEN. 1x: 20-27 


He added: 


“Bless, O Yaho, the tents of Shem,® 
And let Kanaan be his slave. 
May Elohim enlarge Yephet, 
May he dwell in the tents of Shem, 
And let Kanaan be his slave.” 


1 The text has Ham, the father of Kanaan, but 
the poem shows that Kanaan was the offender. 

2 According to this genealogy, the sons of Noah 
were Shem, Jephet and Kanaan. 

3 The text has, Blessed be Yaho, the god of 
Shem, but this is not likely. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE STORY OF THE FLOOD 
THE Gops TAKE HumMAN WIVES 


GEN. VI: I-4 


Now it came to pass when men began to 
multiply in the earth, and had daughters born 
to them, that the gods? noticed that the 
women” were beautiful, and they took to 
themselves wives according to their pleasure. 

The Nephilim (giants) were in the earth 
in those days,*® because the gods* had inter- 
course with women; ? these were the heroes 
who were famous in days of old. 

Then Yaho said: ‘My spirit shall not 
abide in mankind forever, . . .* he is flesh; 
his days shall be one hundred and twenty 
years.” ® 


1 The gods, literally the sons of Elohim. 
2 The women, literally the daughters of men. 
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GEN. vi: 1-4 

3. The text adds, and also after that, to harmon- 
ize with Numbers 13:33, which speaks of 
Nephilim as existing in the days of Kaleb. 

4 The word left untranslated is rendered for 
that he also, or in their going astray. Its 
meaning is quite uncertain. 

5 This verse by some is transferred to Genesis 
3, before verse 23. In the text it precedes 
the verse about the Nephilim. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY 


GEN. VI-VIII 


THE TWO STORIES OF THE FLOOe 
Tue Earier Story 

When Yaho saw that the wickedness of 
mankind was great upon the earth, and that 
every device of the thoughts of their mind 
was only evil continually, Yaho regretted 
that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him sorely. 

Therefore Yaho said, “I will destroy man- 
kind from off the face of the ground,' for 
I regret that I have made them.” 

But Noah found favor in the sight of 
Yaho. 

Then Yaho said to Noah, “Enter with all 
your household into the ark, for you alone 
have I found righteous before me in this 
generation. 

“Of all clean animals you shall take with 
you by sevens, a male and its mate; but of 
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GEN. vil 

animals that are not clean, by twos,? a male 
and its mate,* to keep offspring alive upon 
the earth. 

“For after seven days I shall be making 
it rain upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights, and I will blot out every living thing 
that I have made from off the face of the 
ground.” 

And Noah did according to all that Yaho 
had commanded him. 

Then Noah, together with his sons and 
his wife and his sons’ wives with him, went 
into the ark, because of the waters of the 
flood. 

Of clean animals, and of animals that are 
not clean,’ there went in two by two to Noah 
into the ark, a male and its mate,° as Yaho” 
had commanded Noah. 

And Yaho shut him in. 

It came to pass after the end of the seven 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF HISTORY — 
GEN. VII-VIII 
days that the waters of the flood came upon 
the earth. 

Forty days and forty nights the vio- 
lent rain was upon the earth, and the waters 
increased forty days,® and bore up the ark, 
and it rose high above the earth. 

Thus Yaho ® blotted out every living crea- 
ture from off the face of the ground;’ all 
in whose nostrils was the breath ™ of life, 
all that were on the dry land died, and Noah 
only was left and those that were with him 
in the ark. 

And it came to pass at the end of forty 
days that the violent rain from heaven 
ceased, and the waters retired continually 
from off the land. 

Then Noah opened the windows of the ark 
which he had made;™ and he sent forth from 
him a dove to see if the waters had subsided 
off the face of the ground; but the dove found 
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GEN. VIII 

no rest for the sole of its foot, and it returned 
to him to the ark,—for the waters were on 
the face of the whole earth—and he 
stretched his hand and took it, and brought 
it to him into the ark. Then he waited seven 
days ** and again sent forth the dove from 
the ark. And the dove came back to him at 
eventide; and, lo, a freshly plucked olive leaf 
was in its mouth. So Noah knew that the 
waters had subsided from off the earth. 
And he waited seven days more and sent 
_forth the dove; but it did not return to him 
again. 

Then Noah removed the covering of the 
ark and looked, and behold, the face of the 
- ground was dry. 

And Noah built an altar to Yaho, and took 
every clean animal,** and offered burnt- 
offerings on the altar; and when Yaho 
smelled the pleasant odor, Yaho said to him- 
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self, “I will never again curse the ground 

because of mankind,’ nor will I again smite 

everything that lives, as I have done. 
“While earth remains, seed-time and har- 

vest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day 

and night, shall not cease.” 


1 The editor adds, Both man and beast and 
crawling things and birds of the heavens, from 
the other story. 

Here came the command to build the ark, for 
which the editor has preferred the account as 
given in the later story. 

The text has two, instead of by twos. 

The editor has added here, Also of the birds 
of the heavens, by sevens, a male and a female. 

The editor adds, And of the birds, and of 
every thing that crawleth upon the ground. 

The text has a male and a female. 

The text has Elohim. 

Forty days is to be transposed from the first 
clause of the verse to the second. 
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9 Yaho, which is missing in the text is to be 
supplied. 

10 The text adds, both man and animals, and 
crawling things, and birds of the heavens, so 
that they were blotted out from the face of the 
earth. 

11 The text adds spirit. 

12 The text adds verse 7, And he sent forth a 
raven, and it kept going to and fro, until the 
waters were dried up from off the earth. 

This comes from another version of the story. 

13 The text adds more, due to the intrusion of 
verse 7. 

14 The text adds, and of every clean bird. 

15 The text adds, for the device of man’s mind 
is evil from his youth, a gloss from chapter 6:5. 
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Tue LATER STORY 


This is the posterity of Noah. 
Noah y was a? perfect man eee 


Yephet. 
Now the earth became corrupt before ] 
him, and the earth was filled with - 


had become corrupt, for all flesh I 
rupted its way upon the earth. if 
Therefore Elohim say to Noah, Bayh: 


it with pitch inside and out. This is 
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after their species, two of each shall come 
to you, that they may be kept alive. Take 
you also of all food that is eaten, and gather 
it to you that it may be food for you and for 
them.” 

And Noah did so; according to all that 
Elohim commanded him so did he. 

And Noah was six hundred years old when 
the flood * came upon the earth. 

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, 
in the second month, on the seventeenth day 
of the month, on that day, all the fountains 
of the abyss ® were broken open and the win- 
dows of the heavens were opened. 

On that very day, Noah, and Shem and 
Ham and Yephet, the sons of Noah, and 
Noah’s wife, and the three wives of his sons 
with them, entered the ark,° together with 
all the beasts after their species, all the ani- 
mals after their species, and all the crawling 
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things that crawl on the earth after their 
species, every bird of every kind. And they 
went in to Noah into the ark, by twos, of all 
flesh in which is the breath of life; and those 
that entered went in male and female of all 
flesh, as Elohim commanded Noah.* 

And the waters rose high, and increased 
greatly upon the earth; and the ark moved 
upon the face of the waters. And the waters 
rose higher and higher over the earth, and 
all the high mountains that were under the 
whole heavens were covered. 

Forty-five feet rose the waters above the 
tops of the mountains.* And all flesh ex- 
pired that moved upon the earth, birds, and 
beasts, and animals, and all the swarming 
things that swarm upon the earth, and all 
mankind. 

Thus the waters rose high above the earth 
for one hundred and fifty days. 
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Then Elohim remembered Noah, and all 
the animals, and all the beasts that were with 
him in the ark; and Elohim caused a wind 
to pass over the earth and the waters sub- 
sided; the fountains also of the abyss and 
the windows of the heavens were closed; and 
at the end of one hundred and fifty days the 
waters decreased. 

The ark rested on the seventeenth day of 
the seventh month on the mountains of 
Ararat. And the waters decreased continu- 
ally until the tenth month; in the tenth month, 
on the first day of the month, the tops of the 
mountains were seen. 

And it came to pass on the six hundred 
and first year, on the first day of the month, 
the waters were dried up from the earth. 
On the twenty-seventh day of the second 
month the earth was dry. 

Then Elohim spoke to Noah, saying, “Go 


[94 J 


ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 
GEN. Ix 
forth from the ark, you and your wife, and 
your sons’ wives with you. Bring forth 
with you every animal that is with you of all 
flesh, birds, and beasts, and every crawling 
thing that crawls upon the earth, so that 
they may swarm upon the earth.” ® 

So Noah went forth and his sons, and 
his wife, and his sons’ wives with him. 
Every animal, every beast, every bird, and 
every crawling thing that crawls upon the 
earth, according to their families, went forth 
from the ark. 

And Elohim spoke to Noah and to his 
sons with him, saying, “Behold, I am about 
to establish my covenant with you, and with 
your descendants after you, and with every 
living creature that is with you, the birds, 
the beasts, and all the wild animals with you, 
all +! that are going out of the ark.” I estab- 
lish my covenant with you that all flesh shall 
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never again be cut off by the waters of the 
flood, and that never again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” 

And Elohim said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant which I am making between me and 
you and every living creature that is with 
you, to endless generations: my bow do I 
place in the cloud and it shall be for a sign 
of a covenant between me and the earth. 
And it shall come to pass, when I bring a 
cloud over the earth, and the bow is seen 
in the cloud, then I will remember my cove- 
nant, which is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; and the waters 
shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh. When the bow shall appear in the 
cloud, I will look upon it to remember an 
everlasting covenant between Elohim and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon 
the earth.” 
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And Elohim said to Noah, “This is the 
sign of the covenant which I have established 
between me and all flesh that is upon the 
earth.” 

Then Elohim blessed Noah and his sons, 
and said to them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and fill the earth. And the fear of you and 
the dread of you shall be upon every wild 
animal, and-upon every bird of the heavens, 
- and ** with all that crawl upon the ground, 
and with all the fish of the sea; into your 
power they have been delivered. 

“Every moving thing that lives shall be 
focd for you; like the green plants, I give 
you all. Only flesh with its life—its blood 
—shall ye not eat. Moreover, your own life- 
blood will I require; from every animal I will 
require it, and at the hand of man, at the 
hand of every man’s brother, I will require 
the life of man.” 
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Whosoever sheds man’s blood, 
By man shall his blood be shed; 
For in the image of Elohim 
Made he man. 


“As for you, do you be fruitful and mul- 
tiply ; swarm in the earth and have dominion 
in it.” 

Noah lived after the flood three hundred 
and fifty years. Thus all the days of Noah 
were nine hundred and fifty years; then he 
died. 


1 The text adds righteous. This is an insertion 
by an editor from the earlier narrative. 

2 From was omitted by mistake. 

3 Window space, the word is uncertain; some 
render it a window. 

4 The text adds waters, a gloss. 

5 The text adds great, not found in the text used 
by the Greek translators. 

6 The text adds they. 
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7 17a reads And the flood came (forty days) 
upon the earth. This is a repetitious gloss; 
the forty days belongs in 17b, the earlier nar- 
rative. 

8 Literally, Forty-five feet upwards rose the 
waters and the mountains were covered. 

9 The text adds and be fruitful and multiply 
upon the earth, an editorial expansion. 

10 IX:8-17 should precede IX:1-7. 

11 The text, by mistake, has of all or from all. 

12 The text adds to every wild animal, usually 
rendered even every, etc. 

13 And has to be added. 

14 Upon has to be added. 
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THE STORY OFTHE CITYseon 
BABEL + 


Now the earth was of one language and 
of one speech. And they said one to an- 
other, “Come, let us make bricks and burn 
them thoroughly.” 

And they said, ‘“Come, let us* build* a 
city, that we may make for us a name.” 

Then Yaho said,* “Behold, they are one 
people and they all have one language. Come, 
let us* go down and there confound their 
language, that they may not understand one 
another’s speech.” 

And they ceased building the city. There- 
fore it was called Babylon, because there 
Yaho made a babble of the language of the 
whole earth. 
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THE STORY OF THE TOWER OF BABEL? 


And it came to pass as they journeyed 
eastward that they found a plain in the land 
of Shinar (Babylon), and dwelt there. | 

And they had brick for stone and asphalt 
for mortar. And they said, “Come let us * 
build * a tower, with its top in the sky, so 
that we may not be scattered over the face 
of the whole earth.” 

But Yaho came down to see the® tower, 
which men had built. 

Then Yaho said,® “This is what they do 
to start with, nothing that they purpose will 
be too difficult for them.” 

So Yaho scattered them abroad over the 
face of the whole earth.” 


1 The two stories have been intertwined so as to 
form but one, but they are easily disentangled. 
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2 Verse 4 contains parts of both stories. 

3 Let us, as in Genesis III, refers to the other 
heavenly beings. 

4 Come let us build is common to both narra- 
tives. 

5 The compiler has here added the city and. 

6 Then Yaho said is common to both narratives. 

7 The compiler has repeated And from there 
Yaho scattered them over the face of the whole 
earth. > 


[102"| 


ACCORDING TO THE JEWS 


GEN, Ix 


ORIGIN AND RELATIONS OF THE 
NATIONS 


Tue Eartier List? 


And the sons of Noah who went forth 
from the ark were Shem, and Ham, and 
Yephet. 

These three were the sons of Noah, and 
to them were sons born after the flood, and 
of these was the whole earth overspread. 

And Ham was the father of (Kush, Miz- 
raim and?) Kanaan. And Kush begat Nim- 
rod; he was the first to be a ruler in the earth. 


He was a mighty hunter before 
Yaho; wherefore it is said, “Like 
Nimrod, a mighty hunter before 
Yaho.” ? 
And the beginning of his kingdom was 
Babylon, and Erek, and Akkad, and Kal- 
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neh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that land 
he went forth into Assyria and built N ineveh, 
and Rehoboth-Ir, and Kalah, and Resen, be- 
tween Nineveh and Kalah, (that is the great 
city). 
And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Ana- 
, mim, and Lebahim, and Naphtuhim, and 
\Pathrusim, and Kasluhim, and Kaph- 
torim (whence went forth the Philis- 
tines) * and Kanaan begat Sidon ® his 
first born, and Heth, 
(and the Jebusites, and the Amor- 
ites, and the Girgasites, and the 
Hivites, and the Arkites, and the 
Sinites, and the Arvadites, and the 
Zemarites, and the Hamathites). 
And afterward the families of the 
Kanaanites were spread abroad, so that 
the boundary of the Kanaanites was 
from Sidon, as far as Gerar (to Gazah), 
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and from ® Sodom and Gomorrah (and 

Admah and Zeboim), to Lasha. 
And to Shem also children were born, the 
father of all the sons of Eber, the elder 
brother of Yephet. 
And Arpakshad begat Shelah, and Shelah 
begat Eber. And to Eber were born two 
sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in 
his day the (inhabitants of the) earth were 
divided; and his brother’s name was Yok- 
tan. And Yoktan begat Almodad, and 
‘Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Yorah, and 
Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, and Obal, 
and Abimael, and Sheba, and Ophir, and 
Havilah, and Yobab; all these were the sons 
of Yoktan. 

And their dwelling place was from 

Mesha, as far as Sephar, the mountain 

of the East. 
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1 The relations of peoples are given in the guise 
of a genealogy, in which occur indiscriminately 
the names of persons, cities, tribes and nations. 
It is compiled from at least two sources, which 
are indicated by the different length of the 
lines. 

2 The additions Kush, Mizraim are necessary 
and are found in the later narrative. 

3 This sentence is a comment, possibly from 
another source. 

4 These aze all names of tribes or peoples in 
the plural. Mizraim is Egypt. 

5 Sidon, a city, is represented as begetting Heth, 
the Hittites. 

6 And from, the text reads as far as. 

7 Peleg means division. 
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Tue Later List 


This is the list of the descendants of the 
sons of Noah, Shem, Ham and Yephet. 

The sons of Yephet: Gomer, and Magog 
and Madai, and Yavan and Tubal, and 
Meshek, and Tiras. 

The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, and Riph- 
ath, and Togarmah. 

The sons of Yavan: Elishah, and Tar- 
_shish, and Kittim, and Rodanim. From 
these the seaboard nations spread. 

These are the sons of Yepheth, in their 
lands, each according to his language, ac- 
- cording to their families, in their nations. 


The sons of Ham: Kush, and Mizraim, 
and Put, and Kanaan. 

The sons of Kush: Seba, and Havilah, and 
Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabteca. 
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The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 
These are the sons of Ham, according to 
their families, according to their tongues, 
in their lands, in their nations. 


The sons of Shem: Elam, and Asshur, and 
Arpakshad, and Lud, and Aram. 

The sons of Aram: Uz, and Hul, and 
Gether; and Mash. 

These are the sons of Shem, according to 
their families, according to their tongues, in 
their lands, in their nations. 


These are the families of the sons of N oah, 
according to their descent, in their nations; 
and from these the nations were spread 
abroad after the flood. 
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The first eleven chapters of Genesis are 
unique and form a section apart. 

They are intended as a preface to the his- 
tory of Israel, covering the period from the 
creation of the world to the call of Abraham. 

If the creation is dated 4004 B.C., the 
interval is 1750 years according to the chro- 
nology of the anti-diluvians. 

With the call of Abraham begin the 
legends of the Patriarchs which take up the 
rest of the book of Genesis. 

Then comes the account of the sojourn 
of the tribes of Israel in Egypt, the Exodus, 
the Wandering in the Wilderness, and the 
Conquest of Canaan. 

All this is contained in the more or less 
historical narrative of the books Exodus to 
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Joshua inclusive, omitting the legislative ma- 
terial which is of much later date. 

The stories of the Judges or Heroes, that 
follow, contain tribal reminiscences, but not 
until we reach the books of Samuel and 
Kings do we come to genuine historical 

“records. 

\The history of the kings of Israel con- 
cludes with the tragedy of the Fall of Jeru- 
salem. 

Then follow, in the Hebrew Old Testa- 
ment, the books of the Prophets and the 
division called The Writings. 

These latter begin with the Poetical books, 
Psalms, Proverbs and Job. 

The Old Testament concludes with an ap- 
pendix, which is the Book of Chronicles. 

This is a re-editing of the whole history 
beginning with Adam, written from the 
standpoint of the post-exilic Levitical priests 
and colored accordingly. 
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Ezra-Nehemiah formed the original end- 
ing of Chronicles, but it has been detached 
and is now a separate book which has been 
placed before the one of which it is the 
conclusion. 

Preceding Chronicles, as the next to the 
last book of the Old Testament, comes Daniel, 
which does not belong to the group of 
Prophetical writings. 

This is a collection of stories and apoca- 
lypses intended to hearten the Jews in their 
resistance to Antiochus Epiphanes in 165 
BEC. 
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